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"We sre the Force that Pulls
Everything . Together”, GRAVITY
is a newly established e-mag
that seek to bridge the gap and
identify linkages between Mus i,
Fashion, and Art. One might ask
that why the name Gravity? This
is a platform where everything is
pulled together, be it in music,
fashion and art. We operate as a
complete art, creative and style
marketing platform that pravides
an opporturity. to reach the
puble for brand awareness
while'creating a lasting

impression.
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Basically, Gravity presents an
oppartunity for participants and
businesses to attract publicity.
It further provides a platform to
obsenve perceplions and also
gather useful information for
markel trends and fulure
developments.  Ultimately, we
are driven to build a stable that
promotes local brands. (and
international) while protecting
our cilture and embracing
globalization.
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¥ CHE-WEI. Originally from Taiwan, | currently live in Swaziland and | am a well-ex—
perienced photographer who has been in the industry for more than 7 years
now. | have the passion for photogmphy especially capturing the moments in
one’s lifetime.

] My inspiration to be a
photographer is quite a complicated
one. In fact, | remember a few years
ago when | first laid hands and
touched a camera. It was just a
hobby, until | suddenly went to a \
music festival in Taiwan and during
this event | fell in love with a British .
Rock & Roll Music Band. As they toured !
Taiwan, | started following their music tour, ¥
especially if there was a music bar | could * 1
go to and join their performance before i
attending the event. | then went onto the bars”
website and Facebook page and this is where !
| saw the photos and was shocked and
amused. This is when | decided that if
the bar, | want to meet the artist
that inspired me to be a
photographer. This was
Danny Chu, an amazing
photographer who
graduated from Parso
for Design in New
York and has since
started working wit
brands such as;
Kevin Caitlin Calvi
Klein, Valentino
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| fell in love with his work, if memory serves
me well, af that time he was busy with some
overseas projects and needed an assistant
photographer to work with him in case he had
to attend to other projects abroad. He needed
someone who would cover and shoot in the
bar when he was not around and that is when
he took me under his wing and taught me
how to shoot in the club. And that is how
Daniel Toro started his journey as a photogra-
pher.

What does Photography mean to you?
Photography means a lot to me and it's not
just about capturing the moment to make
people recall or reminisce the joy they had
when the photo was taken. In my line of work,
photography is truly fulfilled when | make
people feel good and see the value of them-
selves via or through the photos. To me pho-
tography is a tool for making art, it all
depends on how you want to express yourself
and help the people or client achieve what
they want to do in this visual world.

What is your approach in perfecting your craft?
There is definitely no shortcut in the field of
arts, To me it's all about practicing, “practice
makes perfect”, no doubt! If you have enough
knowledge and practice, then you will gain
more experience and be able to learn from it.
In order to continuously improve your craft in
photography, you need to take a lot of
pictures because if you stop photographing,
your skill and sense of art will fade away.

How significant is it for a photographer fo
connect with his/her subjects to bring out their
frue self?

This is a very good question because most of
the time we see a photograph or a portrait
and feel like if's just a normal piece of art.
Then comes the question of “why do photog-
raphers charge such high rates for their
services?!”, there is a simple reason for that, it's
the connection the photographer will build
with the subject. | remember seeing the work
of a New York based photographer and
thought to myself “l can also do what he
does and capture for his clients”. However,
that all changed when | saw how he talks and
guides his clients during photo shoots and this
is where




| realized its more than simply capturing moments but what also counts is what happens “behind the
scenes” when the photographer interacts with the subject and make them express themselves naturally.
Connecting with your subject is also very important because most people do not have the photo studio
experience and tend to get nervous when getting their pictures taken. A good photographer will make
sure to connect with the client maintaining professionalism and motivate the subject to express himself or
herself freely and this automatically leads to the best photos of the subject. I'm glad you asked me this
question because a lot of people assume that photography is an easy job and say “you just click the
button and ask the model to do some poses” which sounds easy and simple, when actually it's not.
What made you to do business in Swaziland? You could have chosen any country, why Swaziland?
Well, this is a long story but the long and short of it is that, in 2013 | came to Swaziland because | had an
assignment to work for an NGO and in 2016 | decided to resign from my work and stay in Swaziland to
develop the level of photography in the country.
According to you, what is good photography? Is it the camera you use, or the skill one has?
| usually tell people that there is no good or bad photography, but everyone has their own preferred style.
This is a very unique art, this means that it may be the same camera, same sefting, same setup but end
results may be totally different. | have received reviews and comments from people saying” Wow! Your
pictures are amazing, must be the big camera”, in actual sense it's all about the brain behind the camera.
A camera worth E1 million can be given to a person who has never taken a photo or don't know how to
do it. I's normally impossible to capture a good portrait because they don’t know how to use the “big
camera” but on the other hand, if you have knowledge of photography and art, even the simplest
camera can be used to take a great picture. A camera is just a tool, so ‘good photography’ is determined
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by the head behind the camera.
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HE NEWS THAT SHOOK THE WOBRLDNW Shaking the world is an understate-
ment, it rattled it to its core! Surprisingly. The election of one Donald Trump to
be the 45th president of The United States of America, came as a surprise
globally when he outvoted Hillary Clinton wife of former President Bill Clinton.
Hillary a favored candidate who most of us had hoped would be a step for-
ward in America's political evolution suffered a defeat when a majority of
American voters indicated that they had other trump-plans in store.

waww . gravitymgvn.cam I FE' bru (@ | ry 20 ] ?




Trump who has a reputation of being, "a racist, sexist, xenophobe etc.” is now the
man behind the wheel of the world's most influential superpower. This simply
put means that the only thing between world peace and the next world war is
a crazy old bastard with a chunk of change ($4.5Billion according to Forbes)
and no common sense (according to a few blondes). America has its roots dug
deep in 2nd world country's economies. Any malevolent disturbances at the
base sends ripples of havoc and mavhem throughout the dependent posis
and so we should understandably be concerned. Do not be alarmed or sent
on a frantic panic as yet, it all can and will be explained down to its bare.
America

The land of dreams diversified by a population of different races and
nationalities, some deemed more superior than others. All systems need a
hierarchy [ guess. For orders sake. Trump himself has his native paternal
ancestry springing from Germany vet fully recognized as an American
hypocrite like most the people he's planning on evicting. America is the
land of opportunity simply because most everyone gets the chance to make
a difference and Trump is evidence that the chance for all has no limitations
whatsoever. He is neither qualified nor experienced enough to drive the
mother ship vet to break the boundaries of the expected he now sits at the
captain’'s chair.

There is an astounding amount of bad energy that surrounds Trump
porirayed by his character and image in the public eve. He is the spoilt
*scumbag* that now has the chance to change our perceptions about jerks.
He made a lot of offensive promises in his presidential run which upset a
lot of races. The wall in Mexico, the deportations, the alienation of Islamic
people, all factors that played a major role in his election. The citizens of the
land of dreams managed to overlook, translate or even agree with Trump's
promises. In a way he promised what most of them were already thinking.
Hillary Clinton proved to be an excellent candidate yet most feared she wouldn' ,

have the guts to grab the bull by its horns and do what needs to be done.
Trump's raw, fearless and shameless approach translated to wits, courage and
opacity to which he became most favored.

Fear now runs in the minds of those who view what some consider fo be Trump's
strongpoints as a ticking time-bomb. The well-being of the country's and world folk
is threatened by an Acidic president who denies neutrality. Change in its many
forms comes about in different ways though. A soft touch of reason contrasted by the
brutal knock tyranny. Change comes either way. Fortunately for vou and me the law
of the universe still stands unshaken. Still for every action, there is a reaction.
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Trump is just a pawn in a large game of chess. His intellect is questionable but he
is not to be underestimated. All is not lost though. At most we will learn from this
experience and locok to improve ourselves and our choices now knowing the conse-
quences of our choice made actions. A country isnt the figure at the forefront but
rather the people in the background who the real change comes from. In the wise
words of former President John F. Kennedy "Ask not what your country can do for
you, ask what you can do for your country.”
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What would you say are the first five
words that define or epitomize who Nadia
truly is in and out of the spotlight?

Humble: | humble myself before God.
Heart of gold: very compassionate
and forgiving. Passionate: | love
unconditionally

and see past a person'’s flaws.
Mysterious: | never let anyone get in
my head. Crazy: | have to be 110%
comfortable with you for you to
experience this side of me.

What really inspired you to join the
contest for Miss Tourism Swaziland?

It was my personal love for

pageantry as well as a good friend

of mine who encouraged me to

join the pageant and the next day

| simply did. With the widespread

of negativity going around

concerning beauty pageants

in Swaziland, | have learnt so

much while here and on an infernational
level and | wish people could see the
opportunities it creates and block out all
the negativity.

Take us through how Nadia felt during the day
of the finals and how it felt to have your name
called out as “2016's Miss Tourism"'

Wow! you know the night before the
crowning | had this horrible dream. All the
ofther contestants were on stage looking their
best and you can never guess where Nadia
was. Back stage, running around, | couldn't
find my shoes everything was just a mess and
when | finally got on stage, everyone was
leaving and | never got the chance to be

on stage. 5o on the night of the finals | was

so nervous and scared that | was going to

fail myself, and when | was announced as
qgueen | couldn't believe it, | remember .
repeating "“Thank you God" over and \ B3

over again. !
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In the modeling and beauty
pageant sphere, what would
you say gives you an edge
over other beauty queens in
and outside of the Kingdom?

| believe it's in the way | use

my imperfections to my

advantage and always keeping

it real with who | am and not try

be like someone else. | focus on

not letting anything come between
me and what | want for myself and
| am always willing to learn. As well

as my faith in God.

What major changes does this
crown bring into a queen'’s life and
how do you deal with these
changes?

To be honest, there are a lot of
expectations but | take them in my
stride. If anything, it has changed
me to be a better version of myself,
to be compassicnate and always
help those in need. The only con-
stant thing in life is change, without
change in one's life, | believe you
can never explore your full poten-
tial and that as a person you need
something to get you out of your
comfort zone.
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We all need a support system and a source
of strength to keep us on frack when pursuing
our dreams:Who is responsible for such a vital

part of Nadia's world?

One word "Prayer”, | believe that all | have

has been through God because | prayed for
it first and | received. He's my strength and
has never failed me. My support system is
my family, and the fact that when | want
something | go for it, no matter what it
takes.

How was your experience in a foreign land
and have you learnf anything you wish fo
instill in the country or simply in your personal
and Miss Tourism sphere of life?

What | learnt is that Malaysia marketed their
couniry in 60 different countries through the
Miss Tourism International pageant, which was
a smart move. Swaziland could use this idea
and invite more people to visit our country.

We need to support our local pageants
because pageants in other countries are @
lifestyle and have been made in some regards
“part of their culture”, which is why they are so
successful in creating a networking platform
as well as business opportunities for those
countries. Swaziland could get business
investors coming into the country and
creating job opportunities for Swazis if it
invested and integrated such commitment
towards pageants.
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What would you say was the most
memorable part of your stay in
Malaysia?

Malaysia is literally a shopping
paradise, | love adding something
new to my closet so that makes
number one on my list and the
food was just amazing (traditional
Malay food) and the tourist sites
especially the trip we took to

the island of Langkawi. Not
forgetting the friendly

: people, these will

S\ always hold a

special place in

y experience

in Malaysia.
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If you could fit a single part of Malaysia
into your handbag, which one would it
be and why?

Langkawi, Langkawi, Langkawi island. It
was just breath taking and peaceful
and when you are there you are actu-
ally able to hear your own thoughts.

Which other part of the world would
Nadia love fo visif and why?

Oh my... | don't even know where to
start. | want to visit so many places, just
travel the world. | would love to go to
Egypt. | feel they have such a strong
history about their lands that | wouldn't
mind a little feel on how they came to
be, just to tap into the world of ancient

Egypt.

Gravity Magazine would love to know
how obsessed you are with fashion?
uhmm... | can't say I'm obsessed with
fashion. | love shopping and | guess |
like having fun with clothes and some-
fimes use them as a form of expression
or dress according to my mood. Most
importantly, It has fo fit ight and make
me feel good about myself.

Would you say Nadia is more info
following frends, all about sefting them
or simply interpreting looks that she
feels best show her personality?

| wouldn't say | follow trends exactly as
much as one would and even go to the
extent of dressing like that. | guess |
simply follow to know what's going on
and wear it in such a way that it inter-
prets my personality best. Like | said, |
wear whatever fits my body right and
makes me feel good.
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What are your views on the work by local clothing brands and designers?
| support local 110%. In fact, | have my friend from Ethnic Wear who do all my ouftfits, | like to
know that I'm the only one with a particular ocutfit. For instance, the outffits for this shoot
were done by her.
What are your fop 5 must have fashion items?

Top S must have this winfer, well for me | guess it would be those Jersey dresses, I'm in love
with those, thigh high boots, a scarf, a coat and nice underwear, hahaha... To make me
feel good. Well that's my opinion.

What are the three things you cannot survive a day without?

*My loved ones, music and my phone. A gueen needs her quiet and alone time to
reconcile her thoughts and plans:

Who is your biggesf role model?
| only look up to God Himself otherwise | do not have a role model. | believe we leam
something different from different people and | push myself to be the best version of
myself. As soon as you start logking up to someone in life, you end up finding yourself
disappointed because no one is perfect. | always try do better than | did yesterday.
What is your typical away from the spotlight day like? What does Nadia really enjoy doing

when she's not working?@ Wi VitV Coty
I'm more of an indoor kind of person, | spend my days in the house watching movies.
Occasionally, | do go out but most of the time it's to grab a bite somewhere
with my big brother. He's my best friend so | spend a lot of time with him.
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Life without music is said fo be senseless, what is your
preferred genre of music? and which artist frequents
your playlist the most?

| listen to anything under the sun, | LOVE MUSIC but

my favorite genre would be dance/electro and rock
music. Let me say that these days on my playlist you will
definitely find Bullet for my valentine, the Chainsmokers
and Alan Walker.

The ultimate way to a woman's heart may be through
her eyes but all attempts are futile if she's on an empty
stommach. What is our tourism queen's favorite dish?
When you say dish | feel limited, because | love, love
Chinese food, so when | was in Malaysia | think my stomach
thought we were in heaven for a moment, hehehe...

With the trending and most controversial subject in the world
being centered around Donald Trump being fhe new presi-
dent of a powerful nation, the United States of America. How
do you feel and what do you think this means for us, the rest

of the world, especially Africas
| could go on the whole day on this topic but | don't want to
get into politics. | just find it very scary that majority of a
country voted for a Racist, Sexist, Homophobic man like
Trump. Which means the majority of the country thinks just
like him. For Africa? More weapons are going to be sold on
back page or dark web into Africa and
easy access on funding terrorist
groups, I'm not saying they weren't
sold when Obama was there but
let me not get into politics.

If you had the power or authority
to change one single thing in
this world, what would it be?
| would unlearn this theory
in every woman's mind
that a man has to be
better than you in life.

The belief that he
should hold a
beftter job.

better salary,
better car, 3 ‘5
better €*%
everything. I would make them not be afraid of
doing better in life, dream big and reach their

full potential. Ultimately, | would get all women to
stop thinking that if you are successful, no man will
want you. Weak men are obviously going to be red of
you, but you need a strong support system iny ife not
someone that will slow you down.
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If there is ANYTHING else in
Life you’'d rather do,
THEN DO IT!

"":l-; a.f".-;_iI'Ji'L':".J_

Tom Ford, Gucci - This man knows what he’s talking about. It
seems scary at first because of all the fear driven people are
telling yvou what may and may not happen. The reality is that
by doing something you want to do in business, it will breed
more positive results than doing something you don’t. How
could it not? When vou wake up ask yourself if you are truly
living the life you want? I’'m not saying the life you want
comes easy, but it requires the same work you put intoc other
people’s dreams, so the choice is yours.

“Make sure to take your VICTORY
lap every now and then.”

I think lots of pecople forget they achieve lots of small wins
on their way to realizing their dreams. We can all do this at
times. What’s important is to recognize those small wins and
celebrate them every now and then. Don’t be afraid to run a
victory lap or two. Not only will wyvou feel accomplished but

www.gravitymagvn.com

motivated for the bigger picture.
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DOPENESS

noun: the characteristic of being great,

extraordinary.
Keeping yourself to a higher wvibe; creator of epic; knowing that
you are blessed.
Find your inner dopeness and ride that wvibe that wyou were natu-
rally given in the first place; the one without the filter and
the crap and the trained behavior.
I can tell you that your world is ruled by your mindset so
you’re going to have to pay the most attention to the way vyou
think. It’s not easy at first and gquite frankly it can be tough
when you realize you held onto thoughts that don’'t matter for so
long. But once you let go more and more, day in and day out,
where you’ll be in two weeks from now, two months from now or 1
year from now will be so drastically different.
Allow yourself to be awesome!

/" BAD, AS/

noun: a formidably impressive person who takes no sh*t on their

way to excellence.

May the badassery always be with you. You want results? This is

how you behave.

Have respect for yourself. Value yourself. Hold your own. Don’t
be an a*hole but be a badass. That is, be somecone that truly
knows what they bring to the table and bring it; someone with

vision who can execute it.

Be prepared. Be studied. Be cobservant. Be a listener. Be confi-
dent. Be hustling. Be patient. Be “always on”. Be in the
moment. Be present. Be grateful. Be respectful. Be tasteful. Be
guiet and build so they just think of you one dimensionally. Be
forthright.

Act with intention and watch your life change.

W gravitymavn.com
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| don’t see my work
the way other
people do.
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year in the beauty and makeup world but honestly | feel as though it's a never
ending pool of knowledge.

Who and what inspired you to choose this particular line of work?

As cliché as it sounds, | have always loved makeup and growing

up as the chubby kid | learned there was a way to make

people look at something other than a body | was very 3 %%
uncomfortable with. | found | had a knack for it and so | a5
decided to pursue it actively and make a career out of my \

passion.
How has the general reception of your services been in the
Kingdom of Swaziland?

Swazis are ACE!ll They have grown with me and my craft

over the past 10 years and | can never thank everyone \"
individually for all the experience | have accumulated over my &
career to date.. in the beginning it was tough because girls %
who wore makeup were stereotyped and categorized but | _
understood that sometimes when you don’t understand something
you tend to be against it. The ups and downs come with the
industry and | have received both good and bad reviews however
| do not let that get to me, | improve what | can and | try
to learn from every experience and use it to grow
constructively. “MOMMA | MADE IT!!" and
every day | still strive to be the best | can
be and find new ways to diversify my brand.
All forms of art are backed by reference
points, where would you say Khosi
gets her inspiration?

My makeup is usually inspired by
the seasons, that is to say the
colors | like to use during each
season as | feel they are greatly:
enhanced by our natural F
environment otherwise every
client is a muse as | rely o
greatly on the connectio
we have to draw
inspiration in order
to tailor make a
look for her...or
him LOL.
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SKin bleaching is a subject that has been on the tip of most societies, as a beautician,
what are your views on this topic?
NO NO NOIl  In my opinion bleaching implies you are unhappy with the skin you are
in and apart from the long term damaging effects which can bring about skin cancers
and premature aging.. It really is such a sensitive subject and sadly our standards of
beauty are socially constructed and we sometimes internalize them without thinking.
Sadly they come at a price whereby we desire to look like the models we see in maga-
zines because they are deemed desirable. What we need to note is that this struggle is
not an individual one but rather one that needs to be addressed at a societal level.
conversations need to be had about acceptance and tolerance....
| could go on and on but what | can advise is that altering the color of one's skin is
not advisable medically and otherwise. Embrace and love the skin you are in.MELANIN
ROCKS! L.
|
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Hahahaha this is a tough one because | don't see my work the way other people do.. for
instance for me its how the client feels after | have given her a :
face beat, | don't see colors but | connect to her reaction and
it is contagious | have heard a few people say my eyebrows
stand out and that's usually how they are able to tell that
it is my work however | can't pinpoint any one thing.

In an alternative universe | would be the ultimate home
maker LOL funny right?? People are always shocked
at how domesticated | am. | bake and cook every
chance | get and | love having my friends over to
enjoy the fruits of my labour...but the other wild
child in me sees herself as the first lady of drag
racing LOL strange right? | always said | want to
learn how to spin and drift and mark my words |
shall do it on this universe and soon too.

nlons-as an artist in the center of this ol
| have kept it simply as that.a view! We are all
entitled to an opinion but what | never understand Is
why someone would come to me to enforce their
“natural look™ views. You can miss me with that one
and also | don't understand how patriarchy still reigns
supreme..in a world of strong women we somehow still
feel as though men can have an opinion about how we are
meant to look...if | feel like wearing blue lipstick cos it makes
me feel sexy then so be it | certainly need no man to tell me
what is or isn't attractive in HIS world.. There is no need to
throw shade on those of us that enjoy enhancing our
features by making us seem fake or less beautiful.
The beauty of life is in its diversity and we
could all learn to be a bit more tolerant of
that which is different from our own views.
Some men love a girl with makeup and
some don't so all of us could do with
staying in our individual lanes that said
| think that with whatever | do in my line
of work | always try to stay true to the
client and not make them look different
but rather enhance their natural
beauty.
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To me everyone is a celebrity LOL | cant pick any one person because the world is full of
beautiful celebrated faces but if | had to pick one | would say Angelina Jolie, it was her bold
use of red on her full lips that gave me the confidence to apply bold colours on my lips after
years of being told | shouldn’t because they are too big or too full and | should hide them and
not draw attention to them.

For now what | can say is that | have been afforded an opportunity like no other in which |
can grow professionally and academically all while exploring a different part of the world..all
shall be revealed in due course just watch this space ;)

| am open to the possibilities of anything at this point and | want to be receptive to all the
experiences which are waiting for me both good and bad. A chance to learn new
skills and immerse myself in a different culture and grow exponentially.
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This part of my journey is all about my growth in every way possible not just academically
or professionally and because | intend to come back bigger and better | will maintain as
much contact as | can with all my Ambience Barbies. | still aim to share all my knowledge
with them in whatever way technology will allow...social -

media and the power it yields will allow me to explore
this part of my journey well. The live video feeds we
now have at our disposal means | will be just the
touch of a finger away, | can hold a masterclass
from anywhere in the world!!! Imagine the
possibilities.

| believe that since you made a name for
yourself in Swaziland and obviously have
people who adore you, how do you plan to
keep that relation alive while you are away
without losing your following?

My next phase is makeup videos and tutorials,
that is ultimately how | plan to stay in touch
and connected with clients that | hope to come
back to when | come home one day soon, |
have worked very hard to build the Ambience
brand and everything | do is for the betterment
of the brand and its ultimate growth. This is
just a new avenue | am pursuing and | hope it i’
will help us grow in leaps and bounds the loyalties

and relationships | have built over the course of my
career will remain thus. | have worked with a few
artists in whose capable hands | leave my clients. |
have always believed in having healthy relationships
with my peers and | recommend all of them when | am
overloaded with work because its really all about
empowering each other..if we all break bread we can
all eat.
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RESTLLENT

adj: a person of substance; able to withstand or recover
guickly from difficult conditions; toughness; one who
hustles.

If yvou want to see great things manifest in your life, you're
going to have to be resilient. There will be people, things,
situations and experiences that you don’t see. Some good,
some not so good, some indifferent. Not everyone will get
you. Cool, not everyone is supposed to get you.

Being resilient is about being driven by your wision, your
convictions, your greater purpose. It’s also what defines
your character. The person you are and the person you will

www.gravitymagvn.com

become.
February 2017
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Briefly explain to us how this name came
about and what inspired if?
Tiwi's Closet started out as a blog in 2010
and the whole idea was to literally share
what was in my closet. | wanted something
catchy and simple and Tiwi's Closet just came
about naturally.

Who and what exactly is Tiwi's Closet? (Brief
summary of the brand; when it was estab-
lished, by who, for whom and maybe even
why (mission and vision))

Tiwi's Closet was originally established in
2010 as a fashion blog and then relaunched
in 2013 as a fashion brand by me Tiwonge
Tiwi' Gondwe. The idea was to have two
coexisting branches of the brand, one in the
UK (an online vintage store) and one in Swa-
ziland. The aim was simple; to teach women
how to incorporate unique pieces into their
existing wardrobe.

My brand brings my products to life and
teaches women how to incorporate vintage/
retro clothing and statement pieces into their
existing style. My brand is an extension of
how | think and work with fashion. | am a
passionate stylist and Tiwi's Closet allows me
to develop my styling portfolio. The vision is
to develop a worldwide fashion brand and
be a leader in developing the African fashion
scene.

As an innovator, how do you keep yourself
and the brand as a whole creative and pro-
gressive in the fashion arena?

| think it is important first and foremost to
define your niche. Figure out where you want
to fit in and what you want your brand to say,

o




then you will know where you
want to go. | am always research-
ing ideas and following people in
my industry fo get ideas but |
always stay original to Tiwi and
what | believe in, and that is, | have
a fashion calling and the way |
think creatively is at the core of my
brand. | keep my brand creative
through my regular photoshoots
that always get my stylist juices
flowing. My models also help me
as they are everyday women with
different body shapes and sizes.
Using regular models allows me
to keep real women in mind and

connect with my targef market. |
keep things fresh by using diverse
models.

How well does Tiwi's Closet pride
herself in the creative process of
the brand and what are her aspira-
tions for the brand in the country
and beyond?

Creative thinking is at the core of
my brand. | am always looking for
means to create an interesting nar-
rative with my products and that is
something | want fo develop in
2017. | want Tiwi's Closet to fell
more stories and interact with more




interesting spaces. I'd like Tiwi's
Closet to have its own creative
space in Swaziland and I'd also like
to collaborate with like-minded
brands.

How do you ensure that the brand
is organized and the balance is
struck such that all parties are satis-
fied?

This is a part of my brand that | am
still developing. | am in the process
of turning my brand into a business
and not just a hobby. So | need to
work on my administrative skills. At

the moment, | am focused on my
customer service and listening to
what my customers want.

Of the projects this brand has
completed, which one are you
proudest of and why?

This is a difficult one. | think for
me my current online presence
and the way Tiwi's Closet as a
brand is presented makes me
proud and | am yet to have that
proud moment. | think it is
because | am a perfectionist.
What major challenges have you
faced while operating in the




fashion industry in the country and
how best do you think these chal-
lenges can be remedied?
Supplying my product has been
one of my most difficult challenges.
| have tried to overcome this by
offering a delivery service and
allowing customers to come to my
home to see my products and |
believe that having my own space
will solve my supply problems.

What is Tiwi's personal driving
slogan, quote or mantra she lives
and is motivated by?

“Stand for something otherwise
you will fall for everything”. | apply
this theory to everything | do in life.

What really sparked or gave birth
to your interest in fashion?

From a young age | was always
interested in fashion, | used to
keep a scrap book with celebrity
fashion and | was always fascinat-
ed with clothes and dressing up.

In your duration of operation,
what would you say about the
overall local content offered in the
country, especially with regards to




fashion?

The fashion industry is growing. There
are some really interesting designers
and brands emerging. | would say
that there is great diversity in the local
fashion industry scene.

How does Tiwi's Closet differentiate
herself from other brands in the King-
dom and what weapon does she pos-
sess in her arsenal to win her markef?
Styling is at the core of my brand and
| believe that this differentiates Tiwi's
Closet from other brands.

Do you currently have any projects for
2017 in the pipeline and what can
you tell us about them?

| have a lot of projects lined up for
Tiwi's Closet. | can share that | will be

expanding my brand to South Africa
but everything else is a surprise.
According to Tiwi's Closet, what are
the must have fashion items for this
season and what are the ‘leave in
2016’ trends?

| am not really a trend follower but
my fashion advice would be to
invest in building quality essential
wardrobe pieces.

What are your future plans as a
brand, for the next three to five
years?

Expansion and a consistent visible
brand presence. | want to have an
online store, a styling service and a
shop. The rest will be a surprise.




Philanthropy means the love of humanity, in the sense of caring, nourishing, and enhancing what is meant
to be human. At most people give their whole being to making sure that the quality of all human life is
improved.

Moreover, philanthropists have distinguishing features from those who just give out charity even though
there is a recognized degree of overlap in pracfice. The difference that is commonly cited is that charity
aims at relieving the pain of a social problem, whereas philanthropy addresses the root of the problem -
the difference between the proverbial giff of a fish fo a hungry person, versus teaching them how to fish.
Christian Fleming who is @ humanist and Pan Africanist believes that the journey fo Africa’s frue socio-eco-
nomic transformation lies in the ability to release and act on the fact that without each other, we are simply
going nowhere as a continent. Pearl 5. Buck further adds that the test of a civilization is in the way that it
cares for its helpless members. “In a true sense, philanthropists seek to use whatever resources that are at
their disposal to ensure that those that are helped will soon be in a position to help others.”, says Christian
Fleming
Our country Swaziland has seen the rise in philanthropic causes through one prominent and diverse
initiative called “The Bushfire Music Fesfival” incepted by Jusfin Raynes (Jiggs) Thorne. For ten years the
festival celebrates and encourages positive societal change with further positive ripple effects on fourism,
the economy and fundraising for the underprivileged. The festival through sponsorships from multi national
brands has not only generated funds for charitable causes and HIV/AIDS but a platform for emerging
artistic falent has been established to develop and showcase itself regionally and internationally. Since its
inception in 2007 the festival has developed charities and a prominent arm being Gone Rural BoMake
which complements the economic empowerment activity provided to over 750 women artisans. The work
done by the organization is dedicated to meeting the needs of these women, their families and communi-
.

An ancient Greek story teller once said that no act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted. “The
significance of philanthropy is that even our so called small actions have an impact on the picture but the
key is to be involved together; from all revolutions throughout history needs to be replicated to respond to
the constant suffering that each one of us sees on a daily basis.”, further concludes Christian.

By Thembelani

whanw . gravitymgvn.com
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